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PHOTOGRAPHY COLLECTION 

Summary 
The materials in this collection were created by USCIS or one of its predecessor agencies.  The physical collection is housed in one hundred (100) 
linear feet of shelving.   

Access and Use 
Materials are housed in the USCIS History Office and Library and are non-circulating.  Access is available during normal business hours; research 
appointments are preferred.  Two hundred of the 9,000+ photos are available to view in the library’s online catalog.  Copies of digitized photos can 
be requested by email: cishistory.library@uscis.dhs.gov.   

Captions on/about the photos may use terms that are now considered offensive.   

Researchers are responsible for obtaining permission from the copyright holder for use in publication. 

When referencing the collection please use the following citation: [Box Number, Photo Number], Photography Collection.  USCIS History Office and 
Library, Department of Homeland Security, Camp Springs, MD. 

Background Information 
The collection has developed over time through donations from employees and agency offices.  The collection features predecessor agencies, with 
much of the collection spanning the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) years.  Topics include profiles on employees, exterior and interior 
pictures of offices and stations, day to day operations, award ceremonies and retirements, special programs, office equipment and technology, 
various vehicles used by the Service and customs and border protection activities. 

Scope and Content 
Photographs, negatives, black and white, color, multiple sizes. 

Arrangement 
The physical collection is arranged by subject.  Newer donations to the collection are added in the order they were received.   
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Contents 
     Box     Subjects                Dates 

1 Awards, Presentations, Service Awards, Border Patrol Academy Graduation, Officials 1960s 
2 Service Awards, Border Patrol Academy Graduation, Performance Awards 1967-1970s 
3 Service and Performance Awards, Naturalization Ceremonies, Border Patrol Academy Graduation, Retirements 1970 
4 Service Awards, Retirements, Performance Awards, Labor Agreement, Intelligence Conference, Women’s Pistol Team, 

Border Patrol Academy Graduation 
1975 

5 Letters of Commendation, Performance Awards, Special Achievement Awards, Poster Contest, Service Awards, 
Retirements, Pistol Team, “Wives Day” 

1975-1976 

6 Performance Awards, Service Awards, Border Patrol Academy Graduation, Retirements, Exhibit for Federal Day, Queens, 
NY Sub Office Opening 

1976-1977 

7 Service Awards, Special Achievement Awards, Christmas Greetings and Party, Retirements, Performance Awards, Quality 
Increase Award, Border Patrol Academy Graduation,  

1966-1979 

8 Stowaways, Customs, Investigations, Search Operations, Border Patrol, Female Investigators, Fraud, Recording Devices 1950s-1980s 
9 Office Equipment, Inspections, Undercover, Special Agents 1970s-2000s 

10 Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, Enforcement in Southern California 1980s-1997 
11 Enforcement, Immigration and Naturalization Service, Officer Training School (Washington, DC), Detroit Inspections, 

Kansas City (MO) Office, Doris Meissner, Buffalo District Office Naturalization 
1955-1997 

12 Buffalo District Office Naturalization, U.S.S. Little Rock Naturalization, George Eastman House (Rochester, NY) 
Naturalization 

1993-1996 

13 George Eastman House (Rochester, NY) Naturalization, Buffalo Court House Naturalization 1996; 1998 
14 Braceros, Rio Vista Reception Center, Border Patrol agents and vehicles, Detention and Enforcement, Groundbreaking for 

El Centro Sector Headquarters 
1940s-1977 

15 Groundbreaking for El Centro Sector Headquarters, Rio Grande Family Day, Border Patrol Agents and K9s, Quarterly Pistol 
Qualification, Mounted Border Patrol (1924), Border Patrol Academy Graduation,  

1964-1990s 

16 Border Patrol Academy Language Laboratory, Border Patrol Academy Pistol Training, Undocumented Workers, Airports, 
Port of Entry, Interdiction, Border Patrol Activities, “Know Your Government” Week, Exhibit at International Police Show 

1950s-1980s 

17 Public Service Recognition Week, Border Patrol Museum, Border Patrol Activities, Air Surveillance, Undocumented 
Immigrants 

1950s-1990s 

18 Border Patrol Activities, Smuggling, Ports of Entry Inspections, River and Canoe Patrol 1950s-1970s 
19 Boat Patrol, Rail Inspections, Smuggling, First Woman at Border Patrol Academy, Airport Inspections, Jeep Patrol 1950s-1989 
20 Traffic Check Points, Community Service (Girl Scouts), Undocumented Immigrants, Smuggling, Horse Patrol 1940s-1983 
21 Horse Patrol, Air Patrol, Helicopter, Amphibian Airplanes, Snowmobile, Snowshoe Patrol, Equipment 1940s-1998 
22 Canine Facility Class, Ski Patrol, Snowshoe Patrol, Bus Checks, Train Checks, Investigations, Ship Inspections, Andrea Doria 

Shipwreck 
1950s-1997 
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23 Andrea Doria Shipwreck, Ship Inspections, Service Boats, Alien Labor, Boat Patrol, Ports of Entry, War Brides, Human 
Trafficking 

1940s-1992 

24 Ship and Boat Inspections, Ports of Entry, Human Trafficking 1947-1970 
25 Ship Inspections, Human Trafficking, Ports of Entry, Patrol Boats, Immigrants on Ships (1960s),  1959-1972 
26 Ports of Entry, Official and Employees, Ship Inspections, Border Patrol Vehicles/Propane-fueled Vehicles, Patrol Boats; 

Russian Ship in the Great Lakes 
1940s-1977 

27 Patrol Boats, Communication Equipment, Sensors at Border, Drag Equipment; Motorcycles 1946-1990 
28 Motorcycles, Night Devices, Office Equipment (automation); Drug Traffic/Inspections; Radar 1960s-1983 
29 Drug Traffic, Human Trafficking, Deportation 1965-1990s 
30 Human Trafficking, Inspections, Casket Caper, Ship Inspection, Airplanes (Deportation) 1955-1992 
31 Human Trafficking, Foreign Offices, Ports of Entry, Refugees, Alien Labor, Agricultural Workers 1930s-1990s 
32 Alien Labor, Agricultural Workers, Ranch and Farm Checks, Shepherds 1950s-1983 
33 Alien Labor, Agricultural Workers, Inspection Station Facilities, Border Patrol Station Facilities, Ports of Entry Inspections 1902-1983 
34 Border Patrol Station Facilities, Inspection Station Facilities, Ports of Entry Facilities – interiors and exteriors 1946-1990 
35 Border Patrol Station Facilities, Inspection Station Facilities, Ports of Entry Facilities, District Offices – interiors & exteriors 1903-1998 
36 Dept. Labor Building, FOIA Public Reading Room, Airports, Ports of Entry, Ships/Cruise Lines, District Offices 1940s-1990s 
37 Ports of Entry, Airports, District Office Facilities, Border Inspection Facilities, Commuter Bus Inspections 1950s-1990s 
38 Bridge Ports of Entry, Inspection Station Facilities, Border Patrol Sector Facilities, Bus Inspections 1950s-1980s 
39 Inspection Station Facilities, Ports of Entry, Ellis Island Hospital/Coast Guard, NYC Office, Detention Facilities, Office 

Facilities 
1941-1999 

40 Border Patrol Stations, Airports, District Offices, Inspection Station Facilities, Ferries 1910-1998 
41 Inspection Station Facilities, Regional Office Facilities, Border Patrol Stations, Investigation Offices, Airports 1948-2000s 
42 Airports, District Office Facilities, Regional Offices, Public Health Surgeon’s Office, National Firearms Unit 1916-1997 
43 Office Equipment, Computers, Automation, Kiosks, Forensic Document Laboratory, Records Administration, 

Fingerprinting 
1959-1998 

44 Fingerprinting, Visa Technology, Port Receptionists, Public Health 1950s-1998 
45 Public Health, Federal Law Enforcement Training Center (FLETC Glynco, GA), Training, Immigration Officer Basic Training 

Class Photos 
1950s-1990s 

46 Immigration Officer Basic Training Class Photos, Early 1900s Immigrant Images, Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island 1900s-1990s 
47 Ellis Island 1900-1960s 
48 Ellis Island, Caricatures and Political Cartoons regarding Immigration 1900-1986 
49 Caricatures and Political Cartoons regarding Immigration, Angel Island Immigration Station, Naturalization and Citizenship 1910-1998 
50 Naturalization & Citizenship Ceremonies, District Offices (Citizenship Branch) 1954-1995 
51 Naturalization & Citizenship Ceremonies 1940s-1990s 
52 Naturalization & Citizenship Ceremonies 1940s-1990s 
53 Naturalization & Citizenship Ceremonies 1914-1991 
54 Naturalization & Citizenship Ceremonies 1940s-1990s 
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55 Naturalization & Citizenship Ceremonies 1940s-1980s 
56 Naturalization & Citizenship Ceremonies 1921-1984 
57 Naturalization & Citizenship Ceremonies 1921-1998 
58 Naturalization & Citizenship Ceremonies, Refugees, Ports of Entry, Port Receptionist 1950s-1990s 
59 Refugees 1950s-1980s 
60 Refugees, WWI Internment Camps, Alien Detention Station Fort Stanton, New Mexico 1914-1980s 
61 Alien Detention Station Fort Stanton, New Mexico 1941-1943 
62 Alien Detention Station Fort Stanton, New Mexico; Alien Detention Station - Kenedy, TX 1941-1943 
63 Alien Detention Station - Kenedy, TX 1942 
64 Alien Detention Station - Kenedy, TX 1942 
65 Alien Detention Station - Kenedy, TX; Haitian Interdiction; Mariel Boatlift 1942-1981 
66 Border Patrol Awards, People 1950s-2003 
67 People, Commissioners, Regional Leaders, Chief Patrol Agents, Denver Int’l Airport Opening, Naturalization Ceremony 1950s-1990s 
68 People, President Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, Chief Patrol Agents, District Directors, Ellis Island Naturalization Ceremony, 

Commissioners 
1960s-2000s 

69 People, Commissioners, Attorney General Janet Reno, Awards, Retirements 1990s-2000s 
70 People, Christmas Party, Richard Nixon, Regional Commissioners, Attorney General Reno, Chief Patrol Agents, Inspectors 1950s-2000s 
71 People, Regional Directors, Commissioners, President Bush, EDI Celebration 1950s-2000s 
72 Detention & Deportation; Facilities 1950s-1980s 
73 Detention & Deportation, Commissioner’s Conferences, Touring Art Exhibition, District Office Facilities and Employees 1950s-1990s 
74 Department of Justice Kids Day, Employees, Offices and Service Centers, INS Legalization Center, Investigations and 

Inspections, Alien Registrations (1940s) 
1940-1998 

75 Border Patrol Station Facilities, Detention Facilities, Office Facilities, Airports, Naturalization Branch, District Offices 1970s-1980s 
76 District Offices, Airports, Border Patrol Station Facilities, Ports of Entry, Service Employee Residences 1950s-1990s 
77 Border Patrol Station Facilities, Ports of Entry, Service Employee Residences, District Offices, Bridges 1960s-1970s 
78 Border Patrol Station Facilities, Ports of Entry, Service Employee Residences, District Offices, Airports 1960s-1970s 
79 Border Patrol Station Facilities, Ports of Entry, Service Employee Residences, District Offices, Bridges 1950s-1970s 
80 Border Patrol Station Facilities, Airports, District Offices, Ports of Entry, Road Checkpoints 1950s-1970s 
81 Alien Detention Facility, Border Station Facilities, Processing Centers, 1979 Border Fence Survey, Ports of Entry, District 

Offices 
1960s-1970s 

82 Border Patrol Station Facilities, District Offices, Processing Center, Airport, Ports of Entry, Detention Center 1960s-1980s 
83 Detention Center, Border Patrol Academy Facilities, District Offices, Regional Offices, Ports of Entry, Federal Buildings 1960s-1980s 
84 Border Patrol Station Facilities, Customs Employee Residences, Airports, Federal Buildings, Peace Arch, Bus Inspections, 

Ft. Lincoln Internment Camp, Bismarck, N.D. 
1940s-1980s 

85 Ft. Lincoln Internment Camp, Bismarck, N.D. 1942-1944 
86 Ft. Lincoln Internment Camp, Bismarck, N.D. 1941-1944 
87 Ft. Lincoln Internment Camp, Bismarck, N.D. 1941-1944 
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88 Ft. Lincoln Internment Camp, Bismarck, N.D. 1941-1944 
89 Ft. Lincoln Internment Camp, Bismarck, N.D., Underground Railroad Celebration Naturalization Ceremony, 1980 Lake 

Placid Olympics 
1940s-1995 

90 1980 Lake Placid Olympics 1980 
91 Border Patrol Station Facilities, District Offices, Ports of Entry, Naturalization 1920-1998 
92 Orphans/Adoption, Refugees, Processing Centers, Naturalization, Border Patrol Activities 1950s-1980 
93 Naturalization, Staff/Employees 1940s-1990s 
94 Awards/Ceremonies; Ports of Entry; Airports; Border Patrol Stations; District and Regional Offices; Employees; WWII War 

Brides; Naturalization; Detention and Deportation (Boston) 
1956-2003 

95 Inspections; Temporary Visitors; Vietnamese Refugees; Adjudications; Information Contact Representatives; Records; 
Naturalizations; Trafficking/Smuggling; Investigations; Orphans; Border Patrol Stations and Vehicles; Los Angeles Office 

1956-1982 

96 Ellis Island; Angel Island; Naturalizations; Border Patrol Stations; Ports of Entry; Officials and Employees; 1980s 
Legalizations 

1908-2016 

97 Border Patrol Stations; Vehicles; Employees; Ports of Entry; Refugees; Inspections 1920-1990s 
98 Inspections; Border Patrol; Naturalization; Ellis Island; Angel Island; Legalization 1900-1986 
99 Leadership Photographs – U.S. Presidents, DHS Secretaries, INS Commissioners, INS District Directors, USCIS Directors varies 
v.1 Scrapbook – Ports of Entry, District Offices, Border Patrol Stations 1960-1970 
v.2 Scrapbook – Inspection Stations, Ports of Entry, Border Patrol Stations, District Offices 1959-1970s 
v.3 Scrapbook – Ports of Entry, Customs 1960s 
v.4 Scrapbook – Ports of Entry, Inspection Stations 1960s-1970s 
v.5 Scrapbook– Ports of Entry, Inspection Stations 1970s 
v.6 Scrapbook – Airports, Inspections, Ports of Entry 1970s 
v.7 Scrapbook – Ports of Entry 1970s 
v.8 Scrapbook – Border Fence Survey - San Ysidro, California 1979 
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